
Committed to Sustainability

Improve tannery performance and leather quality 
with the latest solutions from Buckman.

Buckman is committed to sustainability in all markets served.
What we do now to protect our natural resources, strengthen our social fabric and 
build our business on strong principles determines whether or not future generations 
will have the same opportunities for success as we do.

When it comes to protecting the planet, you can feel good about all that we do. 
With your help, Buckman is:

• Reducing our environmental footprint
• Helping our customers reduce theirs
• Saving energy and money
• Increasing productivity  
• Creating goodwill
• Conserving resources for future generations

LEATHER TECHNOLOGIES



The Challenge: A bovine tannery wanted to minimize 
the environmental impact of unhairing and liming 
while optimizing cleanliness, openness, and chrome 
penetration. An increase in area yield would be 
a bonus.

The Solution: Buckman replaced conventional 
chemicals with advanced Buzyme® enzymatic 
solutions which reduced sodium sulfide and 
eliminated the use of a number of auxiliary chemicals. 
Careful measurement indicated significantly improved 
wetblue area yield.

Return on Investment: The gain in area yield was 
conservatively estimated at an ROI greater than 
$800,000 per year. The tanner also gained a better 
quality wetblue for the market. 

Return on Environment: The tannery was able to 
avoid the use of approximately 480 tons of sulfur-
based chemicals per year. Sodium sulfide was 
reduced 40–50%.

Optimizing the Beamhouse 

The Challenge: A wetblue tannery needed to reduce 
the sodium in its wastewater to meet city discharge 
requirements. 

The Solution: Buckman applied a low-sodium 
program using advanced Buzyme and Busperse® 
technologies that not only significantly reduced 
sodium input, but also improved hide rehydration, 
unhairing efficiency, and lime penetration. The result 
was faster processing and smoother, flatter hides. The 
tannery was able to discontinue use of less effective 
processing chemicals.

Return on Investment: The new low-sodium process 
saved $300 per drum for an estimated ROI of 
$62,400 per year. 

Return on Environment: The amount of sodium 
sulfhydrate/sodium sulfide required for unhairing was 
reduced by nearly 50%. Now the tanner could easily 
meet the city’s environmental requirements.

Removing Sodium

Here are some case studies that document solutions we have provided for our customers and the benefits realized. 
Buckman can bring similar successes to your tannery.

Buckman has been reporting biannually since 2010 to the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) standard in 
six sustain ability areas: economics, environment, labor, human rights, society and product responsibility. We are 
constantly looking for new ways to be greener, smarter and more efficient, while increasing productivity and profit-
ability for our customers and partners. Our commitment is enduring. As enduring as leather itself.

Want to know more?
We want to be your partner in sustainability. Contact your Buckman representative or visit buckman.com to learn 
about all the ways we can improve your operation’s environmental footprint while enhancing your profitability. 
When you look to the future, look to Buckman.
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PURPOSE. No such warranties shall be implied by law and no agent of seller is authorized to alter this warranty in any way except in writing with a specific reference to this warranty. D242H (11/18)

Argentina +54 11 4701-6415; Australia +61 (2) 6923 5888; Belgium +32 9 257 92 11; Brasil +55 (19) 3864-5000; Chile +(56-2) 2946-1000; China +(86-21) 6921-0188; India +(91) 44-2648 0220 
Indonesia +(62) 21-2988 8288; Japan +(81) 3 6202 1515; Korea +(82) 31-416 8991; Mexico +52 (777) 329 3740; Singapore +(65) 6891 9200; South Africa +27 (31) 736 8800; United States +1 (901) 278-0330 

Global Headquarters at 1256 N. McLean Blvd., Memphis, TN  38108, USA

 © 2018 Buckman Laboratories International, Inc. All rights reserved. buckman.comJoin the conversation!

CASE STUDYCASE STUDY

Put less into the environment and more on the 
bottom line.


